
TAOS PUEBLO 
MOBILE HOME CODE 

ADOPTED JULY 23, 1996 

Taos Pueblo Code Providing for the Regulation and Monitofing of the Placement of Mobile 
Homes/Pre-fabricated Units on Taos Pueblo Lands. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE TAOS PUEBLO TRIBAL COUNCIL: 

Section 1. Short Title. This ordinance shall be known as the "Taos Pueblo Mobile 
Home Code." 

Section 2. Puroose. This OI'dinance is enacted as an exercise of the sovereign 
governmental powers of Taos Pueblo; to protect the natural beauty of the community, its 
land and water resources, the cultural and religious heritage of its people, and to provide 
for safe affordable housing to tribal members. The Tribal Council had determined thai ils 
enactment is necessary to foster and protect the health, welfare and safely of !he 
community and the natural beauty of Taos Pueblo lands. The provisions of this OI'dlnance 
Shall apply to all Mobile HomesiPrefabficated Units, henceforth referred to as • Mobile 
Homes·, being placed on Taos Pueblo Lands as of the date of its adoption by the Tribal 
Council. Existing Mobile Home (placed before the March 1996 Moratorium) shall be 
permitted (' Grandfathered' ) but sI'1all confOfl'Tl to the requirements set forth in this code, 
except Sectioo 11 and Section 12. The scope of this Ordinance is not limited to residential 
Mobile Home units but also includes units purchased by tribal programs and the federal 
gOl/emmen!. This Ordinance will not affect Off-Site constructed lXlitS (Modular). 

Section 3. Defini tions. 
Taos Pueblo Lands means the Pueblo's Grant, all lands listed as being held in trust on 
behalf 0 Taos Pueblo by the United States. and all othef lands listed on the Taos County 
records as belongings to Taos Pueblo. Taos Pueblo lands also includes non-tnJst lands 
purchased in the past, present, Of" future. 

Main Highway Corridor means the area from the center line of the Main Pueblo Highway 
(BIA Road #701) to 80 feet on either side of the centerline. 

Mobile Home means a single or double wide mol/able or portable housing structure 
constructed to be towed on its own chassis and designed to be installed with or wilhout a 
permanent foundation fOf" human occupancy as a residence, office, Of" place of business. 
II may include one Of more components that can be retracted fOf" lowing purposes, and is 
designed, constructed, and inspected in accordance with the requirements and 
specifications of the Federal Mooile Home Construction and Safety Standards 

Mobile Home Parle is any parcel containing two Of" more Mobile Homes. 
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Modular or Off·site Constructed means a building or stf\JCtlW"e, manufactured or 
constructed in manufacturing facilities away from the building site for installation or 
assembly on a building site, which building or structure is permanently affixed to real 
property. Off·site constructed buildings are considered to be permanent structures and are 
governed by existing building requirements, not by this ordinance. 

Prefabricated Units means a movable or portable unit used for non-residential use (I.e . 
office, storage building, shed, transportable rooms, etc ... ). 

Recreational Vehicles are travel trailers or other nonpermanent type of vehicutar shetters 
usually erected or maintained for temporary recreational camping activities. 

Traditional PractIces means traditional rules or laws, usually unwritten, used to govern 
and protect areas of rultursl sensitivity ad rultural use. 

Section 4. Administrative Authoritv. The Tribal COlXIdI hereby delegates to the 
Governor's Office the power and duty to administer the ptacement of Mobile Homes in 
accordance with traditional practices, the provisions of this Ordinance, other tribal 
ordinances, and applicable federal law. 

Section 5. 
south, and 
Restricted Zones. 

No Mobile Homes shall be placed within 1,500 feet of the north, 
~w,,"", The east side will be restricted as defined in Section 11 -

Section 6. The 
aae s or under required .mi~~rn;m , 

width unit; 112 8Cfe for a unit over 16 feet in width. 
a property line are: 

Minimum set back requirements from 

""""" Not AbutWlg B public road 
AbuttWlg B po..tIic road 

Front 
ro 

'" 
Inlerior Side 

• 
'" 

Ro. ,. 
'" 

If a Mobile Home features a carport, patio cover, awning, or other extension, setbacks 
and/or separations shall be measured from the extension's leading edge. A Mobile Home 
cannot be placed wlthin a HUD lot that is stili under contract. A Mobile Horne shall 
not be placed within (Iarty (40') feet of another residential dwelling within the same lot. 

Section 7. M~~~~~ i~~~~~?'~~~~f.F~O'~h.~alth and safety reasons, a il I , shall be 
connected to that system before the unit may be The 
Regulation of Sanitation Facilities shall be followed to 

Section 8. Placement with No Access to WaterlSewer Utllitles. Vvllen a Mobile 
Home is proposed 10 be placed in an area with no access to the community water/sewer 
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system, provisions I shalf 
apply . Section fit and I I i 
a permit to construct welfs and septic systems on Taos Pueblo Lands. For and 
safety reasons, no Mobife Home unit without access to the community water/sewer syslem 
may be occupied ISIlil it has been comected 10 an approved waif and septic system. 

Section 9. Aesthetic,. Every effort shalf be made to blend the Mobile Home with 
existing Pueblo sty1e architecture (Le. earth tone coIoB, natural wood appearance, 
adobe/stucro mal9l"ial, etc.). To protect the character of the neighbol'hood, wooden fences 
shalf be constructed and/or shrubberyltrees placed to minimize the disruption to the 
appearance of the neighborhood. Within three years of its placement, the Mobile Home 
and ils lot wilf be modified to conform to the appearance of other neighborhood dwelfings, 
in so far as practical. Standard skirting of the Mobile Home is required within one week of 
placement. The lSIit wilf be inspected by the Governor's Office to determine if an effort is 
being made to conform to this section. No tires or other unsighUy objects will be pfaced on 
lop of the Mobile Home 

Sectloo 10. Rent.!, Mobile Homes may be rented or leased only as single family 
residence. No one except a Taos Pueblo member is alfowed to renl or lease a Mobile 
Home. Before a Mobile home may be rented or leased, a qualified safely inspectOf 
approved by lt1e Governor's Office must inspect it and certify in writ ing that the Mobile 
Home has passed the safety inspection. 

Section 11. Restricted Zones. No Mobile Home shaff be placed in !he areas restricted 
by Section 5 or in the folfowing areas: East of Rio Lucero Road, lt1at part of !he Tenorio 
Tract that is east of the Rio lucero River, east of Rotten Tree Road, southeast of BlXied 
Roots Ditch, wilt1in the Main Highway Corridor (60 feet from the center1ine of highway) and 
other areas deemed restrk::ted in aCCXN"dance to traditional practices. See Exhibit 2 - Map 
showing areas of restrictions. 

Section 12. Prior to the placement of a Mobile Home and , as 
to those 'Nho Taos Pueblo lands during the moratorium 
decfared in , I I days of the adoption of this Ordinance, tribal 
members shall apply for a "Mobile I Permit" from the Govemor's Office. 
The pennit apptication shalf contain or be accompanied by the foflowing information: 
:> Name of the (proposed) Mobile Horne OWIl8r 
> Verification on right to ~ssession of a parcel. If a (proposed) Mobile Home 0WflEIf 

is not the Land Assignee, permission for placement wilf be required from the 
assignee in the form of an affidavit 

> Map showing the location of lt1e parcel 
> layout plan of \he Mobile Home unit within the parcel inctuding any existing 

residences on the parcel 
:> Agreement to conned to a wat9l"fsewer system or approved construction plans for 

a welf and septic system 
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> Electrical Service Line Agreemenl approved by the Governor's OffICe 
> Picture of the Mobile Home 

Review and decision on approval will be rendered by the Governor's Office by June 30 of 
each year, providing all supporting documentation has been completed 10 substantiate 
proof of placement requirements 

A refundable processing fee of $50.00 shall be paid at the time of application. 

The provisions of the Taos Pueblo Enrollment Ordinance of 1989 shell apply. Provisions 
of "traditional practices' will apply to protect areas of culhxal sensitivity and areas of 
culhxal use 

Section 13. Application Process. No more than five (5) Mobile Homes per year will 
be pennlHed to be placed on Taos Pueblo LandS. Applications fof a placement Permit 
WIll be accepted during January of each year. All of the required supporting documents 
must be received by the Governor's Office by April 1 in order for the applicahon to be 
COf'Isidered that year. For approved applicatioos, a final written decision shall be rendered 
by June 30 of that year and sent certified mail, return receipt, by the Governor's Office in 
the form of a signed Mobile Home Placement Permit. For non-approved applications, a 
letter of denial and the $50.00 refund will be sent certif ied mail, return receipt, by June 30. 
The applicant may appeal to the Tribal Council within four (4) monlhs of hislh9f receipt of 
written notification denying hislh9f application. An appeal decision shall be rendered by 
December of lhe same year. Thereafter, a tribal member who still wishes to obtain a 
permit must reapply the following year. 

Section 14. Special Review and ADDroval. Mobile Homes owned in whole or in part by 
a non-Indian are prohibited on Taos Pueblo Lands. Mobile Homes owned in YIhole by a 
member of another Indian tribe are prohibited. Mobile Homes owned in part by a member 
of another Indian tribe shall be subject to review by the Governor's Office 

Section 15. Penalties for Non-Comollance. Any person suspected 10 be violating any 
sectioo of Ihis ordinance shall be bound OV9f 10 Traditional Court. 

Section 16. Mobile Home Parll:. Assignments of individual Tribal members snail be 
prohibited from use as mobile home parks, unless specifically planned for and approved, 
in advance, by the Tribal Council. 

Section 17. Temporary Placement of Unit. Prior to the lemporafY placement of a 
Mobile Home, tribal members shall apply for a "Temporary Mobile Home Placement 
P9fmil" A Mobile Home, under a lemporafY permit, is to be used as a temporafY 
residence for no longer than one year while a permanent home is under construction, but 
extaosions may be given in increments of one (1) year 10 up to three (3) years maximum 
with yearly reviews. The requirement to conform with local ard"iitecture shall be waived, 
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but other requirements will be enforced. The supporting documents listed in Section 12-
Permit for Placement are required. 

Section 18. Removal of Unit from Taos Pueblo Lands. No abandoned, burned, or 
wrecked Mobile Home may be kept on Taos Pueblo Lands for more than sixty (60) days. 
In addition, no residential Mobile Homes which cease to be used for human occupancy, 
may be kept on Taos Pueblo Lands for more than sixty (60) days 

Section 19. Prohibition on Recreational Vehicles. ReCfeation vehicles may not be 
occupied as residence on Taos Pueblo Lands for more than one month. 

Section 20. Amendments. This Ordinance shall be rev iewed by the Tribal Council 
al its disCfetion and amended as required. The Governor's and WarChiefs Offices may 
recommend amendments. 



TROSPUEBLO 
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TRIBAL COUNCil RESOLUTI ON NO. 
TO ADOPT TH E 

TAOS PUEBLO MO BI LE HOME CODe 

WHEREAS, the Pueblo of Taos is a duly recognized Tribal Government consisting 
of a Tribal Council, Office of the Governor and Office of the WarChief; 
and, 

WHEREAS, the Governor's Office has experience and increase in the number of 
requests from tribal members who want to place trailers, mobile homes, 
and pre-fabricated units ("mobile homes") on tribal lands; and. 

WH EREAS, many tribal members are in need of affordable housing and without a 
viable housing program to assist them in obtaining decent housing; and, 

WHE REAS, mobile homes are an affordable alternative to safe sanitary housing: and, 

WH EREAS, a moratorium was imposed by the Tribal Council on March 20, 1995, to 
allow for the review of mobile home placement until policies and 

procedures were prepared and adopted. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that tribal government recognizes the need for 
affordable, safe and sanitary housing in the form of mobile homes; and, 

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mobile Home Code supersedes 
the Moratorium and establishes uniform policies and procedures to guide the placement 
of such units on tribal lands. 

CERTIFICATION 

The resolution to adopt the Taos Pueblo Mobile Home Code was adopted at a duly 
called meeting of the Taos Pueblo Tribal Council held on :J~dayof July, 1996, with 
25 voting in favor and 0 opposed. 

id Gomez, Governor 

-"'!) - ~~ 
Seni~~iilm:"'~o"'~~""---- Pete Concha, Cacique 
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TRIBAL COUNCIL RESOLUTION NO. 
TO ADOPT THE 

TAOS PUEBLO MOBILE HOME CODE 

~f} ~ 
Tribal Secretary 

~~tL 
Tribal Council ,Secretary 
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ATTESTED 

FfiChiifdArCh1Ja, 
WarChief Secretary 




